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MISLEADING EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING 

563. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Commerce: 

Noting that the minister has responsibility for consumer protection, I draw his attention to a misleading 
employment advertisement that was in the Hills Gazette headed “Health Salon” that reads — 

Experience not necessary, training provided.  

I have been advised that a 17-year-old from my electorate responded to this advertisement and while at interview 
was told that she would be expected to wear a bikini while massaging naked men. She was told that she had the 
job and she was handed a brochure. She was asked to return the next day with lingerie and a bikini so that she 
could be photographed.  

(1) Is the minister concerned that girls as young as 16 or 17 could apply for such a job thinking that it could 
be a legitimate beauty salon or health store?  

(2) Are businesses such as this permitted to employ girls under 18 years of age? 

(3) Will the minister legislate or regulate to ensure that such advertisements have to make clear the real 
nature of the work involved; and, if so, when?  

The SPEAKER: Before the Minister for Commerce answers that question, I inform the house that part of the 
question that the member for Midland asked may be asking for a legal opinion and I do not know that that is 
something that the minister should be providing. However, I ask the minister to answer the rest of that question.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Thank you, Mr Speaker. I thank the member for Midland for drawing this very serious matter to my attention. I 
have not discussed the specific nature of the issue that the member raised thus far with anyone from within the 
department, so unfortunately I cannot provide the member with any information other than to give the following 
answers and commitments.  

(1)-(3) Firstly, I am not just concerned, I am extremely concerned about the chain of events that the member 
has outlined in relation to the young lady—I think the member said she was 17 years of age—from her 
electorate. It is not only inappropriate; it is the sort of thing that is completely unacceptable.  

The commitment I can give to the member for Midland, and to the house—I am sure the member will 
pass the rest of the information to me shortly—is that I will instruct the department to examine the issue 
and to leave no stone unturned in applying the law as it currently stands to whomever is behind this 
particular practice; and, more importantly, to provide me with every advice—which I am happy to 
provide to the house—on what legislative outcomes we can put in place in Western Australia to make 
sure that this sort of thing ceases. I am happy to keep the member for Midland and the shadow minister 
for consumer affairs fully apprised of the outcomes of those investigations and any suggestions around 
legislative change.  

Can I say, on behalf of the government, that the issue the member for Midland raised is incredibly 
serious. The government will leave no stone unturned to investigate this, not only on behalf of the 
young lady to whom the member referred but I suspect, most unfortunately, on behalf of a number of 
other young ladies who have probably been put in a similar, very awkward and highly inappropriate 
situation.  

 


